
Kentucky's System of CareMission

BH – behavioral health
KRS – Kentucky Revised Statutes
IMPACT – Interagency Mobilization for Progress in Adolescent and Child Treatment
RIACs – Regional Interagency Councils                                               LIACs – Local Interagency Councils                                 
CHFS – Cabinet for Health & Family Services                                     SOC – System of Care                                                        
MCO – Managed Care Organizations                                                TCM – Targeted Case Management                                
BHSO – Behavioral Health Service Organizations                               SED – serious emotional disability

Key

Promoting healthy children and
transition-age youth across
Kentucky: Building a
collaborative System of Care
to promote children’s and
transition-age youth’s social,
emotional and behavioral well-
being where they live, learn,
work and play.

SYSTEM OF CARE (SOC)
A System of Care (SOC)* is defined as a spectrum of effective, community-based services

and supports for children and youth with or at risk for behavioral health or other challenges and
their families, that is organized into a coordinated network, builds meaningful partnerships with
families and youth, and addresses their cultural and linguistic needs, in order to help them to

function better at home, in school, in the community, and throughout life.
*Adapted from Stroul, B., Blau, G., & Friedman, R., 2010

SOC CORE VALUES & GUIDING PRINCIPLES*
 · Youth- and Family-driven     · Community-based     

· Culturally- and Linguistically-responsive
The principles are how the system of care values are operationalized to support children, transition-age youth and families
in having access to:
A comprehensive array of services and supports that are: 

Individualized, strength based 
Trauma-informed
Developmentally appropriate
Provided in the least restrictive, natural environment

Utilizing:
Evidenced-informed practices and practice-based evidence
Partnerships with families and youth at all levels

                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Interagency collaboration at the system level
Care coordination at the service delivery level
Health-mental health integration
Public health approach
Mental health equity
Data driven and accountability

That protect their rights and promote advocacy.

Modified from *Stroul, B.A., Blau, G.M., & Larsen J. (2021). The Evolution of the System of Care
Approach. Baltimore: The Institute for Innovation and Implementation, School of Social Work, University
of Maryland. 



System of Care Core Values
Community-Based
Culturally- & Linguistically-Responsive
Youth- & Family-Driven

Governing body of Kentucky's 
System of Care

Makes annual recommendations to the
Governor & Legislature regarding
effective, community-based services
and supports for children and transition-
age youth, with or at risk of behavioral
health needs 
Oversees effectiveness of Kentucky's 18
Regional Interagency Councils (RIACs)
Develops a comprehensive array of
services and supports
Operates in accordance with the system
of care (SOC) approach

Workgroups
Standardized Screening & Assessment
Service Engagement & Retention 
KY Rapid Response & Stabilization
Services  

Meet monthly
to achieve
SIAC's goals

Equitable access to services and supports for children, transition-age youth, and their families
Robust, adequate, and high quality array of behavioral health services 
Public health approach that includes mental health promotion, prevention, early identification,
and early intervention in addition to treatment and aftercare services
Early engagement with youth and families
Cross agency collaboration
Parent and youth voice

Key Interests:

State Interagency Council for Services and Supports
to Children and Transition-age Youth (SIAC) 

Learn more about SIAC at https://dbhdid.ky.gov/mh/siac
Lea.Taylor@ky.gov

Population of Focus

Statutorily created in 1990
Monthly meeting of members: 

Leaders from 12 state agencies (across 5 Cabinets) that serve children,
transition-age youth, and their families;
Nonprofit Family Organization;
Youth Representative;
Parent Representative; and
Subcommittee for Equity & Justice for All Youth (SEJAY).

Oversees coordinated policy development, comprehensive planning, and
collaborative budgeting for services and supports to children and transition-age

youth (16-25) with or at risk
of developing mental
health and/or substance
use needs and their families

https://dbhdid.ky.gov/mh/siac


Kentucky's System of Care

R e g i o n a l  G o v e r n i n g  B o d y  
o f  t h e  S O C

Kentucky's System of Care

In each region, the RIAC operates as the governing
body of the system of care, providing the structure
and the space for 
       •  coordination, 
       •  planning, and
       •  collaboration of services and supports to 
          children and transition-age youth with or    
          at risk of developing behavioral health  
          needs and other challenges, and their               
          families. 
This structure builds on existing resources of local
public and private agencies and community
partners within the community to support
sustainable policy, practice and system reform in
order to improve the larger system of care for
Kentucky’s children, transition-age youth, and their
families.

RIAC
Regional Interagency Councils 18 RIACs across the state

Identify service gaps and/or needs for children, youth, and
transition-age youth across agencies
Build community capacity to promote effective community-
based services & supports that align with SOC values &
principles
Regularly review local, regional and state-level data to
evaluate and strengthen the SOC
Develop ways to bridge service gaps to increase access to &
availability of high-quality services & supports
Promote the SOC values & principles across all sectors
through outreach and education, regarding ways in which
supporting the SOC can benefit the entire community
Initiate & adopt interagency agreements as necessary for
providing services & supports 
Routinely share regional SOC efforts with SIAC, seeking
support when regional barriers cannot be broken down, or
sharing what’s working well for possible expansion
opportunities

RIAC members work collaboratively to:

More about RIACs
Meet monthly at minimum
Action-focused & outcome-based
Use local & regional data from child- and
family-serving agencies to drive their work
Support use of evidence-based practices
Bridge service gaps to increase access &
availability of high-quality services &
supports




